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REGIONAL FAO/NGO’S- CSO’S CONSULTATION FOR EUROPE

Policy Response to Challenges in Agriculture and Rural Development in the Europe and Central Asia Region                                                  Sharing Experience and Enhancing Cooperation in the Region

Yerevan, Armenia, 10-11 May 2010
PROVISIONAL AGENDA THIRD DRAFT
1.
Opening Session
2.
Election of the Consultation Chairperson, Session Chairpersons (Moderators) and 
appointment of Rapporteur/s
3.
Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable
STATEMENT
4.
Statement by the Regional Representative Assistant Director-General
FOOD SECURITY IN THE REGION AND IN THE WORLD
5. Main challenges for agriculture and rural development in the Europe and Central Asia Region on different fields : 
· the financial and economic crises at global, regional and country levels* ;
· the food prices crisis and particularly the milk prices crisis ;
· the impact of climate change on agriculture, forestry, fisheries, rural areas, nutrition and food safety*;
· the specific problems of the Region Caucasus and CIS : monopolies, fair food prices, creation of farmer-consumer direct linkage, free access to market for farmers.

6. Policy responses to the challenges for agriculture and rural development in the Europe and Central Asia Region. Experiences and vision of the NGOs/CSOs on how to improve :
· the economic environment of food producers in the Region (including investment in agriculture and market regulation) ;
· the support mechanisms to agriculture*, including the programmes of the EU for the rural development in the Region ;
· rural livelihoods in the Europe and Central Asia Region and the CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States) through sustainable improvements in livestock production** ;
· the access to land of family farms in the Region and to secure the access (including the contribution of civil society on the guidelines on land and natural resources tenure)****;
· the means of the FAO in order to implement country and regional projects on food crisis, improved access to market for small farmers, direct linkage between consumers and farmers through NGOs.
FAO REFORM AND CIVIL SOCIETY INVOLVMENT
7. Contribution of the CSOs/NGOs of the Region to the “International Food security and Nutrition Civil society mechanism for relations with the CFS Committee on World Food Security (UN) “ ***
The CFS is actually undergoing a deep reform that is called to give this body a much more important role in the world governance of agriculture. The reform concerns also very important changes in the way the CFS will work and involve the CSOs/NGOs that will become effective participants (in the same status as the International organizations). Only the voting rights will be exclusively kept in hands of the FAO Governmental Members, as final responsible for food security. If the main guidelines of the reform were adopted in the last CFS meeting (2009 October), the concrete working mechanisms needs to be designed and put in place. It is the case of the “International Food security and Nutrition Civil society mechanism for relations with the CFS Committee on World Food Security “

The “contact group”, that was involved is the preparation of the guidelines of the reform, are now working on the concrete aspects of the mechanism and will accept recommendations for the draft 1 (a zero draft is actually in discussion) until mid May 2010 (for a last drafting to be achieved on mid June).
Given the increased importance of the regional processes in the future and that the CSOs/NGOs of all the FAO Regions will contribute to this mechanism, the European Consultation will provide the opportunity for the CSOs/NGOs of the Region to contribute to this mechanism with their specific recommendations for a better involvement of European and Central Asian organisations.
8. Adoption of the Report 

9. Closure of the Consultation
* this issue is also at the agenda of the European Regional Conference – ECR

** this issue is also at the agenda of the European Commission on Agriculture – ECA

*** this issue is related to the following point at the agenda of the European Regional Conference–ECR:  Implementation of the Immediate Plan of Action of FAO Renewal, and its impact on Decentralized Offices Network”
**** the issue of the guidelines on land and natural resources tenure in the Europe and Central Asia Region was discussed on the FAO initiative from 22 to 24 March 2010 in Bucharest, Romania.
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