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FAO/NGO-CSO REGIONAL CONSULTATION FOR EUROPE

Montpellier, France, 3-4 May 2004

Statement on the Follow-up of the World Food Summit: five years later and on the promotion of the right to food
Declaration

Referring to the World Food Summit: five years later’s  call for more political will and financial resources to eradicate hunger and malnutrition, the organisations taking part in the FAO-NGO/CSO Consultation held before the Twenty-Fourth FAO Regional Conference for Europe  put forward the following viewpoints and challenges to the delegates from governments at FAO Regional Conference.
1. End hunger and malnutrition

We demand that the governments fulfil their obligations to secure everyone’s right to food. 

It is unacceptable that 842 million people in the world and 13,8 million people in Europe are undernourished or starving. It is possible to end hunger and undernourishment quickly. The only thing lacking is the political will in the governments. We demand that the governments of Europe immediately end undernourishment in Europe and do whatever is possible to contribute to ending hunger in the world.

2. The principle of food sovereignty has to be recognized and adopted

We challenge the governments to recognize and adopt the principle of food sovereignty. We ask the delegates to recommend that FAO make a report on the concept and on the consequences of adopting the principle of food sovereignty.

Food sovereignty is the right of peoples to define their own food and agriculture; to protect and regulate domestic agricultural production and trade in order to achieve sustainable development objectives; to determine the extent to which they want to be self reliant; to restrict the dumping of products in their markets; and to provide local fisheries-based communities the priority in managing the use of and the rights to aquatic resources. Food sovereignty does not negate trade, but rather, it promotes the formulation of trade policies and practices that serve the rights of peoples to safe, healthy and ecologically sustainable production.
There are many positive initiatives and encouraging examples of sustainable farming in Europe, but the development of the agriculture in all the European countries is going in the wrong, unsustainable direction. Industrialized agriculture - with increasingly bigger farms, the use of huge amounts of chemical fertiliser and pesticides, monocultures, heavy machinery, tapping of ground water and less and less varieties - is not sustainable. The rapid closing down of small farm in all the European countries is alarming, and the trend has to be reversed. Family farms with low input and diversified production mainly for local and domestic markets represent the future of farming and should be strongly supported by all governments. 

The unsustainable development of agriculture in Europe is closely linked to the trade policy, which is not based on the needs of people and the environment but on the greed of the multinational companies. 

The NGOs and CSOs want to underline that food sovereignty is the most important and basic principle for an agricultural policy to end hunger and to develop a sustainable agriculture. 

3. More and better development assistance

We demand that the level of official development assistance (ODA) from the OECD countries in Europe increases drastically, and we  challenge the governments to co-operate with the NGOs and CSOs in Europe and our partner organisations in the developing countries to improve the quality of development assistance.  

We cannot accept that less than 15 % of the ODA from the OECD countries goes to agriculture. Between 60% and 90 % of the population in the developing countries are living in the countryside and are directly dependent on agriculture. About 75% of the undernourished people and people living in extreme poverty are farmers.
Development assistance is not only being used to eradicate hunger and poverty, and to promote sustainable development, but also to push policies that will increase poverty and hunger, reducing biodiversity and causing other environmental harm. An example of this is the push for GM-food in development aid. We therefore underline that the increase of development assistance for agriculture and rural development and the improvement of the quality of development assistance have to go hand in hand. 

Better aid supports local communities and community-based organizations, particularly in building political empowerment, the capacity of people to articulate their views, implement their own development models, and participate meaningfully in development processes. It recognises that the needs and realities of rural communities are at the core of solutions to solve hunger and poverty. Development assistance has to build on local and traditional knowledge and real participation. 

4. Agrarian reform and access to natural resources 

We ask the governments in Europe and FAO to support the work of social movements, NGOs and governments for agrarian reform and to secure farmers the right to and access to land, water, seeds and other productive resources. 

To eradicate hunger, undernourishment and poverty, it is necessary to undertake agrarian reform in many of the developing countries, and to secure farmers the right to and access to land, water, seeds and other productive resources, but the policies of some governments and international institutions are working in contradiction to this. There is a urgent need to change this. Most urgently, we call on the EU-member states, which are about to adopt Land Policy Guidelines for Development Cooperation, to involve NGOs/CSOs by means of broad regional consultation, in order to guarantee real redistributive effects of land reform, and a pro-poor focus on vulnerable groups and their human right of access to land. 

5. Civil society role in ending hunger and a new governance model for the UN System

The WFS: fyl has recognised the fundamental role of CSOs in meeting the objective of ending hunger. FAO has recognised the autonomy and the self-organization principle in its relations with CSOs and in particular with the International Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty.

Building on this process, FAO must ensure structural inclusion of CSOs in the normative and operational activities of the Organisation. FAO must allow CSOs to participate in all the decision-making processes of the Organization in order to achieve a new governance in the UN system.

6. Promoting the right to food
Regarding the fact that
· most of the states present in the Regional Conference are parties to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and as such agreed to comply with its duties and obligations;

· they have in particular taken on responsibilities for the realisation and full enjoyment of the Right to Food for every person in their territory;

· States have also agreed to work in close cooperation with other states for the full realisation of these rights in all countries;

Regarding the fact that 

· in the Final Declaration of the World Food Summit: fyl, member states of FAO have agreed to develop ‘Voluntary Guidelines for the Implementation of the Right to Adequate Food’ (VG); 

· the current draft under negotiation includes opportunities to strengthen the right to food and abolish hunger and malnutrition, but it still has weaknesses;

We, the participants of the FAO-NGO/CSO Regional Consultation in conjunction with the 24th FAO Regional Conference, 

· Denounce the positions of states which try to weaken the language, objectives and scopes of the VG negotiation process;

· Regret that the EU, until now, has not undertaken any efforts to set limits to this tendencies. We call on all the European states to strongly support the implementation of the right to food, especially related to the following elements:
Elements:

· States have to refer explicitly in the VG to the states’ obligations to respect, protect, fulfil and comply with their obligation of progressive realization of the right to food. 

· There must not be any retrogression in the already agreed language of existing international law. No phrase of the Voluntary Guidelines should deny the justiciability of the right to food as a basic principle. The right to food also poses extraterritorial obligations to states, which must be recognised. 

· The Voluntary Guidelines should make a distinction between the countries that are states parties to the ICESRC and others. 

· National strategy must be based on the assessment of causes of hunger. 

· National strategies have to contain minimum elements, including the identification of vulnerable groups, improved access to productive resources (such as land, water, seeds and fishing resources), facilitated access to judicial procedures for all persons, particularly for vulnerable groups.

· Other national strategies (e.g. poverty reduction, rural development…) should not hinder or limit states in implementing the right to food. States should also provide for the participation of CSO/NGO in the elaboration and monitoring of the national strategy. 

· States must not contribute to violations of the right to adequate food. States have to regulate and control the activities of third parties to prevent them from violating the right to adequate food of persons living on their territory.

International obligations in the Voluntary Guidelines have to be recognized by the European countries which are members of the FAO:

· As such, negative impact of states’ policies on third states in relation to the right to food must be avoided. 

· State parties in different international organisations should ensure the consistence of policies and programmes of these organisations so that they do not deprive citizens of other countries of their right to adequate food. If conflicting obligations occur, the VG should make clear that human right obligations (the right to adequate food) are the primary obligations of state parties. 

· The VG should duly recognize that the right to water is an essential component of the right to adequate food and the right to health. 

· Possible hazards of trade must be recognized and its negative impact on the implementation of the right to food have to be addressed. 

· Also, international sanctions must not affect the right to adequate food of any particular country.
· Finally, the monitoring of the implementation of the VG should be explicitly provided for.

We strongly call on the European states for a final text of the Voluntary Guidelines, in which these topics are duly taken into account.
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