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REGIONAL FAO/NGOs-CSOs CONSULTATION FOR EUROPE
Food quality/safety/diversity, agriculture research and state responsibilities to combat hunger and malnutrition
Main challenges to ensure family based sustainable agriculture and food systems, rural development and the right to food in the European Region and in the world
MONTPELLIER, FRANCE, 3-4 MAY 2004

PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

	
	
	Agenda Item

	Monday 3 May
	
	

	09.30 hours
	Registration
	

	10.00 hours
	Opening Session

- Welcome by FAO and IPC representatives
- Presentation of the process of the Consultation
- Presentation of the participants
- Election of chairpersons, working group leaders, rapporteurs
	1

	11.00 hours
	Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable
	2

	11.15 hours
	Theoretical introduction

- Impact of agriculture policies 
- Impact of food policies, standards and consumption models
- Agriculture research and food production systems
- Importance of public intervention for agriculture development
- Food sovereignty and right to food
	3

	12.45 hours
	Lunch break
	

	
	
	

	14.00 hours
	Food quality issues in the enlarged European Union and in other countries of the Region - First part
Impact of agricultural policies on the quality, diversity and safety of food and on other aspects of food quality

Situation

- Weakness and variability of world agriculture prices
- From market regulation to direct aid in the European Union (EU)
- Evolution of food policies in the European East and Central Countries and in other European Countries
- Specific problems for countries entering the EU
- Future of market regulation in the EU-APC Countries partnership
- Reduction of budgets in support of agriculture and food security
Perspectives

Agricultural  policies to promote a sustainable rural development related to a sound, diversified and quality food production

- Objectives
- Tools (supply management and commodities agreements)
- International trade policies in Europe and at the world level
	4

	16.00 hours
	Food quality issues in the enlarged European Union and in other countries of the Region - Second part
Impact of food policies, food standards and food consumption models on the producers and the socio-economical and technical aspects of agricultural models 

Situation

- Evolution of the food consumption
- Crises and reinforcment of the legal and regulatory framework
- Negative effets of the reinforcment of the regulatory framework
- Constraints in Europe and at international level

Perspectives

- Objectives of the involved actors for the food policies to promote a sustainable rural development related to a sound, diversified and quality food production
- Sectorial strategies of civil society in the European Region
	5

	18.30 hours
	End of plenary work for the first day
	

	19.00 hours
	Dinner
	

	20.00 hours
	Working Groups for the preparation of the Civil Society statements
	

	
	
	

	Tuesday 4 May
	
	

	09.00 hours
	European agricultural research and production systems
How can research contribute to agro-ecological systems promoting family farms based rural development and to the production of diversified and quality food ?

Situation

- Orientation of the European agricultural research
- Constraints for reorientation of European agricultural research
- Agricultural research and agriculture development cooperation
- Influence power of agri-food industry and great distribution
- Risks of GMO food

Perspectives

European agricultural research to promote sustainable rural development related to sound, diversified and quality food production
	6

	12.45 hours
	Lunch break
	

	
	
	

	14.00 hours
	Follow-up to the World Food Summit and World Food Summit: five years later - First part
Development policies and agriculture budgets in support of agriculture

Situation

Evolution of budget shares and cooperation flows in support of agriculture
Perspectives
The financial needs to promote sustainable rural development related to a sound, diversified and quality food production
- National finances for the agricultural sector
- Cooperation and promotion of sustainable rural development related to a sound, diversified and quality food production (EDF and others)
- The FAO Special Programme on Food Security (SPFS)
	7

	15.30 hours
	Follow-up to the World Food Summit and World Food Summit: five years later - Second part
Promotion of the right to food
Situation
- Actual status of developing a legal framework to assure the right to food: the "Voluntary Guidelines for the right to adequate food"
- Important issues for designing national strategies to assure the right to food
- How to deal with international obligations and relations between state parties ?

Perspectives
- The case of food quality/safety, agriculture research and budgets from a rights-based approach
- Perspectives for the further elaboration of the guidelines. 
- Follow-up mechanisms for monitoring the implementation after adoption of the guidelines
	8

	16.30 hours
	Discussion and adoption of statements in Plenary
	9

	18.00 hours
	End of the Consultation
	10


	For reasons of economy, this document is produced in a limited number of copies. Delegates and observers are kindly requested to bring it to the meetings and to refrain from asking for additional copies, unless strictly indispensable.
Most FAO meeting documents are available on Internet at www.fao.org

	W0000



[image: image1.png]