Summary of discussions and decisions taken in Paris at the 30 March 2004 planning meeting for the FAO-NGO/CSO Regional Consultation for Europe

 
Participants: Anamarija Slabe (Institute for Sustainable Development, Slovenia), Daniel Van Der Steen (Collectif Stratégies Alimentaires), Michèle Lésel (Association française FAO), Fabrice Ferrier (Coordination Sud), Anne Laure Constantin (CFSI), Noelle Poisson Medouin (Jeunes agriculteurs), François Vanier (Jeunes agriculteurs), Jean Louis Vielajus (CFSI), Gilles Hirzel (FAO), Nora McKeon (FAO).
 
1. Information exchange
 
· An informal committee of local associations has been established in Montpellier to provide support for the organizational efforts. Focal point is Cécile Lambert of ATTAC Montpellier. The members are ATTAC, BEDE, Réseau Semence Paysanne, Nature et Progrès, Confédération Paysanne, Survie, Ouvrir la Recherche. The committee held its second meeting on 23 March to discuss both its participation in the FAO-NGO/CSO Consultation and public event to be organized in parallel to the Consultation in Montpellier. It will be important to maintain contact and coordination with them. A delegation of this committee would like to participate in the Consultation.
· Gilles will meet with them when he visits Montpellier later this week to discuss their proposals and see how to support them. CFSI will suggest to its members that their local groups make contact with the committee.
 
· It is proposed that an outing be organized on Sunday 2 May by the Jeunes agriculteurs to visit farms in the area.  An event of some kind could be organized by the local committee (of which the Confédération paysanne is a member) on Tuesday evening, 4 March.
 
· At the 8 March planning meeting it was proposed that the parallel meeting of the European Food Sovereignty Platforms be held on Wednesday 5 May. It is now suggested that it could be rescheduled for Sunday 2 May afternoon in order not to conflict with the opening day of the FAO Conference and to ensure participation by as many NGO/CSO people as possible. It is also suggested that the meeting be open to participants from countries where platforms have not yet been established (Eastern and Central Europe in particular) in order to spread information about the objectives and organization of the food sovereignty campaigns.
· Anne Laure Constantin will circulate these suggestions to the platforms and get their reactions.
 
· The French government has agreed to grant the Euro 20,000 requested in support of the Consultation by CFSI, of which Euro 11,000 for travel and per diem of participants from Eastern and Central Europe. Written confirmation is awaited but the decision seems final. 

 
2. Objectives and methodology of the Consultation
 
Suggested objectives:
· Lobby governments, EC and FAO on strategic issues relative to the items on the agenda (e.g. inclusion of an international dimension in the right to food guidelines). 
· Contribute to building an effective European civil society network (including Eastern and Central Europe) on issues related to food sovereignty/agriculture which can be a permanent interlocutor of FAO and other relevant international organizations.
· “Mise à niveau” of participants on issues under discussion and situations in the different countries represented at the Consultation.
· Strategic planning for the coming year. 

 
The methodology adopted for the discussions during the Consultation should ensure both inclusive participation of NGO/CSO representatives and production of articulate, forceful civil society statements. Constraints to be kept in mind include shortness of time, the fact that the level of understanding of the three issues under discussion will be somewhat disparate, and the existence of a single team of official interpreters and a single room equipped for interpretation. Anamarija Slabe proposed experimenting with the use of professional facilitators and had actually located several who were willing to work free of charge (with only travel and per diem covered). The idea was interesting, but it was felt that it would be difficult to arrange given the shortness of time remaining before the Consultation takes place. The possibility of breaking up into working groups was discussed. Privileging plenary sessions  would have the advantage of giving all participants access to simultaneous interpretation for all of the agenda items. However, two days of plenary could be “heavy” and could penalize people who feel more diffident about speaking in public. Extra rooms (without interpretation equipment) can be accessed for group work, and Montpellier students might be enrolled as volunteer “whispering” interpreters. Thought needs to be given to how each agenda item will be organized taking these factors into account, and how and by whom it will be introduced. It was decided to ask the four working groups set up at the 8 March meeting to make proposals.
Daniel Van Der Steen will draft (and send to the steering committee for finalization and diffusion by Friday 2 April) a message directed to the focal points of the four working groups (Anne Laure Constantin (European Food Sovereignty Platforms) for the food safety and quality; Patrick Mulvany (ITDG) for agricultural research; Michael Windfuhr / Jonas Vanreusel (FIAN) for the right to food; Aksel Naerstadt (Norwegian Fund for Development) for support for agriculture) asking them to submit by 15 April :
· A brief (1 – 2 pages) text introducing the agenda item and identifying questions for discussion. These texts will be translated and sent to participants in advance.
· A proposal for how to organize the discussions within the available time slot (all in plenary, or plenary/working groups).
· A proposal regarding people to introduce the item in plenary (keeping in mind the availability of the FAO technical staff who will be introducing the three papers to the FAO Conference to be among the introducers) and to act as animator and rapporteur. 

 
Meetings with government delegations and the EC should be organized on a strategic basis, i.e. identifying key issues on which dialogue is desired and the specific actors who have strategic roles to play with regard to those issues (e.g. the Norwegian government with regard to the international dimension of the right to food guidelines).The meeting with the Director-General should also be planned in advance to ensure that key points are raised with him.
 
It was noted that the Consultation agenda as presently structured concentrates on the substance of the issues. In addition, time should be found to discuss what action European NGOs/CSOs intend to take over the coming year and how to organize themselves. Also, the discussion on follow-up to WFS : fyl (presently focused on right to food and “More and Better” should be extended to cover the IAAH and whether and how national alliances could be used as a space in which to advance civil society agendas. This discussion will be coming up at next September’s session of the CFS, where a stakeholder forum will be organized to debate the strategy for taking forward the IAAH.
 
 3. Selection of participants from Eastern and Central Europe to be funded   
 
            The French government has indicated its desire to see that the selected participants have a substantial contribution to make to the discussions on one or more of the agenda items. Other criteria for selection are geographic (countries and geo-political blocs) and categories of organizations. It was agreed that invitations should be addressed to specific persons who are known to be competent and available. On this basis, a core selection was made as follows:

Albania: Centre d’Etudes Rurales (Adrian Cevisi);

Bulgaria: Union des Jeunes Agriculteurs (Dessislava Slavtcheva);

Czech Republic; Association of Young Agrarians (Pavel Bachmann);

Hungary: Hungarian Peasants Association (close to CPE);

Poland: Polish Ecological Club/FoE (Krystyna Haladyn)

Roumania: National Federation for Organic Agriculture (Avram Fitiu);

Slovenia: Institute for Sustainable Development (Anamarija Slabe).

A consumer organization and an organization from the non accession, non Baltic area should be added. In addition to participants funded under the French government grant, Western European NGOs should be urged to cover the costs of their Eastern/Central European partners.
Following verification of the availability of the suggested organizations/individuals, the core list will be sent by Jean Louis to the French government and by Daniel to REU.

The two additional organizations should be identified as quickly as possible with Daniel acting as focal point.

 
4. Other
Slow Food should be invited to the Consultation since they have recently be granted formal status with FAO are relevant to the agenda item on food quality.
TCDS will provide REU with the address.
Jean Louis will follow up with the French Slow Food office, which is located in Montpellier.
 
The hotels listed in the registration form are expensive for NGOs and this could limit
Participation by those who have to pay their own way.
Gilles will check out cheaper lodging possibilities (auberges de jeunesse, etc.) during his visit to Montpellier.
 
 
 
