Food quality issues in the enlarged European Union and in other countries of the Region - Second part : Impact of food policies, food standards and food consumption models on the producers and the socio-economical and technical aspects of agricultural models
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Impact of agricultural polities

The first part of the discussion on the food quality in Europe is about the impact of the agricultural policies (and others) on the quality/diversity/safety of food, with an emphasis on the prodution conditions of the farmers. How do the producers respond towrds the fall in prices of their products, which leds undoubtly to lower incomes? Indeed, even with compensatory aid, price compensation remains partial and temporary when it is also clear that the direct decoupled aid mechanisms impact also the producers behavior. What is clear is that the recent evolution has lead the producers to take risks, provoquing food safety problems with a traumatic impact on the consumers. It is why the public authorities reacted strongly by a substancial development of sanitary standards for food products.
Impact of food polities

It is this move of public authorities, public officers and law-makers that questions us and that led to the second part of the quality issue : how does the new legislative and regulatory rules on the way to produce food (technical and socio-economical espects), which are the roots of the production systems.
This evolution has to be considered in the light of the more general  evolution of food consumption, characterized by an unpreceding developement of food processing by food industries and by the fact the food is brought to the consumers threw big distribution business, also linked to the big agro-industrial groups. These actors, with a growing power, chararcterizes the orientation of the legislative and regulatory framework, in opposition with orientations that could benefit the small scale and farm processing, and sometimes also the consumers health. This was clearly observed in the working of the codex alimentarius (managed by FAO and WHO), largely dominated by the industry.
The impacts in different European Regions
The question is important in different European Regions.

In the European Union, the farm and craft food production is already strongly reduced and is endangered for the future. In Belgium, many farmers were direct sellers for consumers; but they had to stop after controls that were set up following the reinforcment of standards applying to their products. The actors using traditional methods are unable to influence this evolution and only a strong consumers movement is able to defend the future of farm and craft products. And the actual evolution does not promote quality, nor diversity nor even the consumers’ health.
In the other European countries, in particular in the countries whose economy depends still largely on the agricultural sector, the stake is also of size. In the majority of these countries exists a considerable offer of artisanal products, but the legislative and regulatory rules threat activities of many producers, who will have tomorrow more difficulties towards the huger standards which develop in the European Union in particular.

The risk is that many small agricultural producers of the poor countries of Europe will no more be able to sell their products in the European Union and, regarding the accession countries, that many small producers will no more be able to sell their products on their own markets where the standards will be the ones of the European Union.

Negative impacts of the reinforcement of the legislative and regulatory framework
It appears more and more that the actual evolution does not benefit the consumers nor his demands for food safety / quality / diversity but is, in most of the cases, in favour of the demands of the big distribution and  the processing industries. 
Questions for the debate
· which problems do the farm and craft producers face in different subregions of Europe regarding the evolution of the legislative and regulatory framework for food standards ?
· in the EU and the richest countries from Europe

· in the accession countries
· in the poorest countries from Eastern and Central Europe and from elsewhere in Europe
· what are the objectives of the actors concerned by food policies regarding the orientations of the production of rules in accordance with concerns of craft and farm producers ?

· what are the objectives of the concerned actors regarding the production of sound, qualiy and diversified food ?
· which sectorial stragegies of civil society in the European Region ?

