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INTRODUCTION TEXT FOR ITEM 1: FOOD QUALITY ISSUES IN THE ENLARGED EUROPEAN UNION AND IN OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE REGION 

First part: Impact of agricultural policies on the quality, diversity and safety of food and on other aspects of food quality

Working group responsible for this document: Network of European Multisectorial Platforms for sustainable agriculture

· French Platform for fair and sustainable agriculture in Europe and in the wider world

· Belgian Platform for Food Sovereignty and VODO

· Spanish Rural Platform

· Dutch platform PAL

· UK Food Group

· Italian Campaign for food sovereignty

_________________________________________________________________________

In the process of designing agricultural policies, the main aims generally include ensuring both a satisfactory level of safe food for the population and fair and regular incomes for farmers. This is then to the benefit of the whole economy, as transfers from the agricultural sector favour the development of investments in other sectors.
These days, throughout the debates around agricultural policies, one can easily become aware that the actual results of agricultural policies are being questioned. Regarding their impact on quality, in particular, it is obvious that the consumers’ concern with regard to methods of production that give priority to keeping production costs as low as possible is growing. Consumers become aware that these orientations make producers incapable of guaranteeing food quality and safety. The increasingly alarming damage caused to the environment by the economic logic thus applied is also more and more obvious.

In the European Union, the Common Agricultural Policy has been reformed last June, continuing its move from market regulation towards direct aid to farmers through decoupled payments. Is this the way to food quality and safety? Ten new countries are going to enter the EU on May, 1st, and are very uncomfortable with the compromises made as regards agricultural policy. What are their wishes for the future? In the rest of the European region, where do the agricultural policies stand?
Questions to be debated by NGOs-CSOs present in Montpellier:

· Can an agricultural policy based on the acceptation of lower and lower prices to farmers provide quality food to the consumers?

· What tools are most efficient for an agricultural policy aimed at guaranteeing quality, diverse and safe food? In particular in the case of Eastern European Countries. Are supply management instruments outdated or simply out of fashion?

· How can the FAO help States in defining agricultural policies aimed at quality and diversity?

· Can a free international agricultural trade guarantee quality and diversity in food? What are its consequences on the environment and on the globalization of food consumption models?

· In the negotiations between ACP countries and the European Union, what are the priorities civil society would like to see emphasized? Access to market vs food sovereignty...

